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Committee to study Fernandina Beach parking
nience issue?” he said. “Until we could
come to a commonality of terms, we’re
always going to be dancing around the
Does Fernandina Beach’s downtown edges.”
Martin tapped internal staff for the
have a parking problem?
Though City Manager Dale Martin committee’s initial membership.
“I thought some of the best ones
does not believe there is a lack of spaces, he has tasked a new committee with were (Police) Chief (Jim) Hurley, who’s
been a key player in the past, (Fleet and
finding out.
“It became apparent from several of Facilities Director Jeremiah) Glisson,
the previous (city) meetings that park- (Kelly) Gibson as senior planner, Rex
ing is on people’s minds and before (Lester, Streets and Parks director)
anything moves forward – Alachua, the because of his longtime knowledge, and
waterfront, the marina – the key compo- (Stormwater Director) Andre (Desilet)
nent is understanding the needs related because of his engineering knowledge,”
to parking,” Martin explained during a he said.
But Martin added that the committee
phone interview Monday.
“Some people say there is a parking members could choose to add members
problem? How do we find that problem? of the community if they saw fit.
“I want to take a hands-off approach,
Are there enough spots? Is it a conveMICHAEL MILLER
News-Leader

Man dies
in crash
Monday

so it doesn’t look like it’s a political process. I’m not going to tell them put these
people on, don’t put these people on,”
he explained.
Martin said one of the committee’s
tasks is to review the handful of parking
studies that have been commissioned
by the city over the years and provide
a comprehensive update for the City
Commission as well as some recommendations.
You can view those studies online:
• 2002 Parking Study, bit.ly/2rdgaMB
• 2009 Parking Study, bit.ly/2qcwvgw
• 2010 Paid Parking Workshop, bit.
ly/2rPoOgC (PowerPoint presentation)
• 2014 Parking Study, bit.ly/2rwT6If
(PowerPoint presentation)
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Could signs like this be coming to Fernandina Beach’s downtown? City
Manager Dale Martin has asked an internal committee to review and
update parking options.
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A local man was killed and his wife
and daughter were taken to the hospital with injuries after a one-car accident Monday morning at S.R. 200/A1A
near the Shave Bridge, according to the
Florida Highway Patrol.
David W. Coyle, 49, was killed in the
crash. Lynne A. Coyle, 48, sustained critical injuries and was taken to University
of Florida Health in Jacksonville. Their
12-year-old daughter, Gianna, was seriously injured and airlifted from the scene
according to Sgt. Dylan Bryan, an FHP
public affairs officer. Bryan said Tuesday
that an initial report issued by the FHP
that said she was not injured would be
corrected.
Coyle was driving a 2015 Toyota
Sienna minivan heading eastbound on
S.R. 200 in the right lane at approximate-
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A camera crew from HGTV’s “Island Life” films the Fernandina Beach Market Place farmers market
Saturday morning. More filming for the show will take place Thursday at the Florida House Inn during
lunch in the courtyard.

Republican gubernatorial candidate
Adam Putnam paid Nassau County
a visit Thursday morning, hosting an
“Up & Adam” breakfast at Tasty’s Fresh
Burgers & Fries in Fernandina Beach.
“I believe that Florida wants a leader
who knows our state – every corner of
our state – knows its problems (and)
knows how to solve those problems.
I have not only managed a small business – a family farm – but also managed
the types of crises that our governor
deals with – from major wildfires to hurricanes – in my public life. So, I’m the
most prepared candidate for governor
from day one,” he said in an interview.
“Commissioner of agriculture in Florida
is a statewide elected position. It’s a
member of the cabinet. It exposes you
to issue areas not just related to agriculture. I believe that my background as a
farmer and efficiently running complex
organizations and my public life man-

PUTNAM Continued on 5A

Phanstiel had front-row seat for mid-’60s unrest
Hurricane Dora may have been the most extraordinary
event to hit Fernandina in 1964, but the tides of social and
political history would also begin to have great impact on the
foundations of the local community, and Fernandina resident
Carolyn Phanstiel was about to be swept into its rip current.
A New Yorker who moved south during the final days of
racial segregation and a teacher of teens at the beginning of the
Vietnam draft, the fun-loving young wife and mother reveling
in her new Florida lifestyle was about to see a darker side of
the community she had already grown to love.
PAMELA BUSHNELL
News-Leader

Part 2 of a series
hen Carolyn and Otto Phanstiel arrived in
Fernandina from Queens, N.Y., in 1962, signs
of the upheaval that would mark the decade as
a time of “social revolution” in America were
only beginning to appear. The Phanstiels came to Florida
for the same reasons others do – to enjoy the climate and
the lifestyle, and for the adventure of starting a new life in
a new place.
The young family had lived in Fernandina for two years
before Hurricane Dora struck. Among other things, the
hurricane destroyed Good Shepherd Episcopal Church’s
building, the house of worship for black parishioners affiliated with St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, where the Phanstiels

W
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Marines from the 3rd Battalion, 4th Marines carry a Marine’s body
from a helicopter during Operation Hastings in 1966. The war in
Vietnam would be just one of the seminal events touching lives in
Fernandina Beach in the early 1960s.

Claudia

watts
INDEX
Business, 4a
Classified Ads, 9b
Court Report, 9a
Editorial, 7a
Fishing/Tides, 2b

PHANSTIEL Continued on 8A

Considering buying or selling real estate
in the Amelia Island marketplace?
Talk to the market leader, Claudia Watts!
904-556-4000
Claudia.watts@coldwellbanker.com • www.claudiawatts.com

Legal Notices , 7b
Obituaries, 2a
People/Places, 8b
Police Report, 9a
Puzzles, 8b
Sports, 1b

News-Leader, 163rd year. No. 41, Copyright, 2017

NL 6 col. Wed. 05.24.indd 1

attended. The building at St. Peter’s remained relatively
undamaged from the storm.
The segregated congregations had shared the same
rector, Father Neil Gray, through much of the previous
decade. He was there when the Phanstiels arrived, and the
couple developed a close relationship with him. Gray had
never been comfortable with segregation. In 1963, he was
replaced by Father James Ellisor.
A vestry meeting of church leaders was scheduled to
address the storm damage to Good Shepherd. Carolyn
Phanstiel was among the women from St. Peter’s who
attended to advocate for parishioners to worship together
at St. Peter’s rather than repair Good Shepherd’s building,
a frame structure dating back to 1887. It seemed an obvious
solution given recent events.
The Episcopal Church had officially endorsed the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawing racial discrimination in
schools, public places and employment. The church and the
federal government were ending racial segregation. The
hurricane was only hastening its demise at St. Peter’s.
Phanstiel was not prepared for the vehement resistance
from some church members.
“I remember a man throwing $20 bills on the table
at that meeting, offering to pay for the damage to Good
Shepherd out of his own pocket rather than integrate the
two congregations,” Phanstiel recalls.
More than 50 years later, the memory is still vivid, the

Looking Back 25 Years
The Fernandina Beach Police
Department building was dedicated
in the name of Frank Surrency,
who was killed in the line of duty in
December 1930, during a ceremony
Saturday.
– May 20, 1992
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County approves amendments
restricting animal-tethering
ERIC GUTIERREZ
News-Leader

After hearing concerns about
the treatment of pets in Nassau
County from a number of individuals, commissioners voted
Monday to approved amendments to the county’s animal
control ordinance. Changes
to the county’s ordinance deal
with investigation, enforcement,
interference with authorities,
animal care and animal cruelty, according to the meeting
agenda.
However, the change that
drew the most attention dealt
with animal tethering.
Nassau County Animal
Services Director Tim Maguire
delivered a presentation about
animal tethering and pointed out
the amendments to the animal
control ordinance that deal with
the issue.
Amendments include allowing “tethering for a reasonable
period not exceeding 12 hours in
a 24-hour period.” Additionally,
a “tether must be attached to
the animal with a swivel hook
and configured to protect the
animal from injury and prevent
entanglement with other objects
or animals. The location of the
tether “must not allow the animal to extend over a fence or
other object or edge in such a
manner that could result in the
strangulation of, or injury to the
animal,” according to Maguire’s
presentation.
“I will make a case that supports keeping the proposed tethering ordinance in its current
form. Given the dogs get proper
daily exercise off the chain, tethering is not only reasonable but

better for the dogs,” Maguire
said, adding that a tethered dog
would have more room to move
around versus a dog kept in a
kennel. “Nassau County Animal
Services has recorded 70 dog
bite cases over past 12 months.
Not one single case out of the 70
cases involved a dog on a tether while the … bite occurred.
The majority of the cases were
uncontained dogs running
at large or family members
being bitten by their own pets.
Nassau County (Animal
Services) has recorded 991
cases of dogs running at large
over the past 12 months. And
of the 1,745 animals that NCAS
received in 2016, we have had
no more than six embedded collars or cases of dog strangulations due to tether. These six
cases account for 0.34 percent
of all the animals – less than one
half of one percent – received
during 2016.”
Ted Kostich, the chairman
of the Nassau County Animal
Welfare Coalition, addressed
commissioners in support of the
proposed changes.
“We feel this ordinance is a
good start and will give us time
to build for the future,” he said.
“We’ve already started trying
to find fundraising for the notso-fortunate constituents that
you have in this county to help
them with fencing, any sheltering they may need for the dogs,
water bowls, whatever.”
Though Kostich said in an
interview that “tethering is, in
most cases, bad,” he also said
“there is no one-size-fits-all”
answer to the issue.
“We’ve got to take baby
steps. We can’t just dive out

there and ignore the … citizens
in this county that can’t afford
a fence or non-tether. This is a
start,” he said. “This is a much
more rural community. It’s
going to take baby steps. We’ll
get it. We’re here for the animals.”
Michele Higham of Paw
Paws Pet Rescue said to commissioners that “tethering does
not make the dog violent. …
Humans make chained dogs that
way, not the chain.”
She added that though she
does not approve of tethering,
she understands that it is a way
of life for some Nassau County
residents.
“(On a) personal level and
from a rescue level … we don’t
approve tethering,” Higham said
after the meeting. “It’s a step in
the right direction. This county
has to take the necessary steps.
You’ve got something that’s
been going on for generations,
it’s a way of life. So now, to
educate and to be able to communicate properly, I think we’re
going in the right direction to
keep Nassau in a comfortable
position and to protect the animals of all kinds.”
Lisa Grossman and Candace
Johnson both said after the
meeting that they are against
the tethering of animals of all
kinds.
“I have the concern for the
animals. It is a fact that anybody
is suffering if they’re tethered,”
Grossman said. “Those dogs …
are pack animals. They want to
be with their families.”
“You cannot domesticate an
animal like a dog and treat it as
a companion or family member and then tie it up to a tree

and leave it outside to fend for
itself with no control,” Johnson
said. “It’s inhumane, and it is
– bottom line – cruel. It’s that
simple.”
Commissioner Justin Taylor
said during the meeting that he
does not believe animals should
be tethered and left unattended,
adding that he was concerned
about the potential influx of
animals going to shelters if the
county were to ban tethering
altogether. “I am concerned
about the abandoned, the surrendered and the killed dogs or
pets. I have a strong concern
with going from … you can
tether your animals 24/7 to just
not at all. I do feel like going to
this ordinance right now is a
step in the right direction; it’s
those baby steps.”
Commissioner Steve Kelley
raised concerns about enforcement.
“One of my big concerns is
that the ordinance as it appears
to be written now, might be
unenforceable, and we might
be tying the hands of our animal
control officers, because no one
would be able to tell what’s 12
hours. I’m just concerned about
that,” Kelley said.
In the end, commissioners
voted 4-1 to adopt the changes
to the animal control ordinance
with Kelley dissenting.
“I think that this is a good
first step, and in the future, we’ll
work towards a no-tethering
ordinance,” Maguire said after
the meeting. “Right now, we’ll
take the time to educate people
and raise money to assist lowerincome families who need help
obtaining an alternative to tethering.”

PUTNAM Continued from 1A
aging and responding to crises
– like the wildfires that are
knocking on our door that are
rampant across the state right
now – the combination of those
two things really have given me
a good sense of our state, our
challenges and how to make
Florida stronger and better for
future generations.”
Putnam named education,
job training and “conserving our
natural resources” as some of
his top issues.
“Water policy is something
that has always been important
to me,” he said. “Florida is a
feast and famine kind of a state.
In 2016, many of our problems
were affiliated with too much
water, and this year, most of
our challenges are associated
with a drought. … The drought
conditions that exist in Florida
are expected to continue well
into summer. And so, when you
look at the extremes, with the
amount of water we had last year
(and) the shortage of water this
year, it really reinforces the
need for us to have a comprehensive, statewide approach to
managing water supply.”
Regarding education and job
training, Putnam said “the skills
gap in Florida is significant.”
“Every month of 6½ years,
we’ve reviewed the biggest job
openings in Florida. No. 1 every
month has been nursing. No. 3
or No. 4 nearly every month has
been truck drivers, heavy equip-

ing to have higher seawalls, and
we’ve seen the effects of moving
well fields inland.”
“Floridians have carved a
pretty good civilization out of a
swampy peninsula, and I believe
that we can continue to support
our coastal communities without
undercutting our jobs,” he said.
Putnam, 42, lives in Bartow
with his wife, Melissa. They
have been married for 19 years
and have three daughters and
one son. Putnam was elected
as Florida’s commissioner of
agriculture in 2011 and is currently serving his second term.
Prior to holding that office, he
served for five terms representing Florida’s 12th Congressional
District, from 2001 to 2011. He
served in the Florida House of
Representatives from 1996 to
2000. He graduated from the
University of Florida in 1995
with a bachelor’s degree in food
and resource economics, according to freshfromflorida.com and
ballotpedia.org.
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Agricultural Commissioner and gubernatorial candidate
Adam Putnam delivers a speech at Tasty’s in Fernandina
Beach on Thursday morning as part of his 10-day statewide bus tour.

ment operators, the trades,” he
When asked about concerns
said. “We need to start earlier, over rising tides caused by
in the middle school years, to climate change, Putnam said,
expose young people to the “We’ll need to adjust engineerearning opportunities of the
various trades and skilled positions – whether it’s construction
Taste the Latin American Traditional Food
trades, welding, truck-driving,
La Tierra Prometida (The Promised Land)
health care – and let them make
better decisions. We also have to
Will Host a Dinner Featuring an Array of Hispanic dishes
have a better integration of our
Saturday, May 27th, 2017 5:00 - 8:00pm
state college system with the
high school system so that stu416 Alachua Street • Fernandina Beach, FL (the old Baptist Church)
dents can have access to internPh. (904) 349-2595
ships, apprenticeships (or) dual
We Will Have Food From:
enrollment and come out of high
school ready to enter the workforce for those students who are
MEXICO
EL SALVADOR
HONDURAS
PUERTO RICO
URUGUAY
not university bound.”

Hilliard man
killed in crash
Toyota Tundra along C.R. 121
north of Po Road in Hilliard at
approximately 6:30 p.m. For reaA Hilliard man was killed sons unknown, Ryan’s vehicle
after a single-vehicle crash on left the road and crashed into a
the evening of May 17, accord- nearby creek. Ryan died at the
ing to a news release from the scene, according to FHP.
FHP had not responded to a
Florida Highway Patrol.
John Joseph Ryan, 65, was request for comment as of press
driving southbound in a 2007 time.

No Charge for Admission, though donations
will happily be accepted

All Donations will go to the Building Fund
for the Spanish Ministry
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3.63 Use Of Electronic Media For School Purposes
3.64 Acceptable Use Policy For Employee Use of
District Electronic Communications System
3.65 Employees’ Use of Social Networking Websites
In compliance with the Administrative Procedure Act, Chapter 120, Florida Statute, a public hearing may be held if requested within twenty-one
(21) days of this notice at the place, time, and date indicated below:
Place: Nassau County School District
201 Atlantic Avenue
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
Time: 6:30 P. M.
Date: May 25, 2017
No significant economic impact is anticipated.
Copies of the amended rules are located in all schools, the
transportation and facility shops and the School Board office.
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PARKING Continued from 1A
In March, Martin told the
Men’s Newcomers Club that
“there is not a parking problem
downtown,” according to a NewsLeader report, and that they
should not worry about overcrowding because of the thenproposed increase in residential
density in the Central Business
District from eight to 34 units
per acre. That increase passed
last month.
“I have never been unable to
find a parking spot downtown,”
Martin said in response to a question during the club’s March 16
meeting. “I may have had to walk
a block or two, but that doesn’t
make a problem.”
Martin has set a deadline of

Aug. 1 for the committee to complete its work and make a presentation to city commissioners at
their regular meeting that evening. He said that schedule would
work hand in hand with work to
be done by Dix.Hite in developing a redevelopment plan for the
waterfront.
“The goal is to provide some
info to the (commissioners) so
they can make political decisions
that in the past have not been
easy,” Martin explained.
“Do we want to look at paid
parking? That was one of their
goals from the visioning session
… Is that one of those political
hot potatoes? Do you have the
political will in making these
decisions?” he said.
mmiller@fbnewsleader.com

HANG GLIDE USA, LLC
Amelia Island
“Come Fly With Us”
3 aircraft to serve you

Call for Reservations
Lessons are Available
1-877-WeDoFly
www.HangGlideNow.com

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CONSIDER
ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCE
NOTICE is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Nassau County, Florida, intends to consider for adoption the following proposed ordinance:
ORDINANCE 2017 - _____
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA,
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2016-15, WHICH IMPOSED A MORATORIUM ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSING FACILITIES
AND ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF NASSAU
COUNTY FOR A PERIOD OF 180 DAYS; SPECIFICALLY
AMENDING SECTION 5, IMPOSITION OF TEMPORARY
MORATORIUM TO EXTEND THE MORATORIUM FOR
AN ADDITIONAL NINETY (90) DAYS ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSING
FACILITIES AND ACCEPTANCE AND PROCESSING OF
APPLICATIONS IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS
OF NASSAU COUNTY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Public hearings on the ordinance will be held on Thursday,
June 1, 2017 at 3:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be heard, and on Monday, June 12, 2017 at 6:00 P.M., or
as soon thereafter as the matter may be heard, in the Commission Chambers, located at the James S. Page Governmental
Complex, 96135 Nassau Place, Yulee, Florida.
Copies of the Ordinance are available at the Clerk’s Office at the
Robert M. Foster Justice Center, located at 76347 Veterans Way,
Yulee, Florida, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. through 5:00
p.m., except legal holidays.

ERIC GUTIERREZ

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF NASSAU COUNTY,
FLORIDA NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT
Administrative Rules

CITY OF FERNANDINA BEACH/SPECIAL

Previous parking studies commissioned by the city have
raised the idea of using a kiosk-style paid parking system,
an option that has become popular in many cities.

Sunday
Brunch
10:30am-1:30pm

Dinner: Tues.-Sat. 5pm-9pm
Lunch: Tues.-Sat. 11pm-3pm
Park Place • 5472 First Coast Highway

20

%

OFF

LUNCH OR DINNER

Cannot be used with special menu, holidays or events or other discount offers.
Expires 5/30/17. 18% Gratuity will be added before the discount.

904-321-2430

www.horizonsameliaisland.com

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED TO BE PRESENT AND BE
HEARD. IF A PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY
DECISION MADE BY THE BOARD, AGENCY OR
COMMISSION WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER
CONSIDERED AT SUCH MEETING OR HEARING, HE
OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS, AND THAT, FOR SUCH PURPOSE, HE OR SHE
MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT A VERBATIM RECORD
OF THE PROCEEDINGS IS MADE, WHICH RECORD
INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON
WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED.
The Board of County Commissioners may continue
hearings on this matter.
ATTEST:

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA

/s/ JOHN A. CRAWFORD BY:/s/ DANIEL B. LEEPER
Its: Ex-Officio Clerk
Its: Chairman
Individuals with disabilities needing a reasonable accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact the Office
of the Ex-Officio Clerk to the Board of County Commissioners
at least two days prior to the proceeding at (904) 548-4660, or, if
the hearing impaired, Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770
(v) or 1-800-955-8771(TDD).
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