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PART II: HISTORIC RESOURCES RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY RESULTS 
 

Chapter 1: HISTORIC RESOURCES RESULTS OVERVIEW 
 
The following portion of the report focuses on the Neighborhood Planning Areas identified 
within the survey area. The survey area includes the historic resources built in 1961 and earlier 
located throughout the City of Fernandina Beach, minus the Downtown Historic District and the 
Old Town Historic District. The focus of the survey was on identifying historic neighborhoods 
rather than individual resources, and FMSF forms were not completed as part of the project. A 
total of 270 resources within the survey area have been previously recorded in the FMSF. The 
remaining resources have not been previously recorded. A table of the previously recorded 
resources within the survey area is included in Appendix B. 
 
Overall, six Neighborhood Planning Areas were identified during this survey: North of the 
Downtown Historic District, South of the Downtown Historic District, the Southside 
Neighborhood, the area North and South of Atlantic Avenue (east of 14th Street), the Beach 
North of Atlantic Avenue, and the Beach South of Atlantic Avenue. Figure 3 shows the 
boundaries of each of the Neighborhood Planning Areas. The boundaries of the Neighborhood 
Planning Areas were defined based on a combination of factors including the historic 
neighborhood boundaries, unique neighborhood characteristics, or clear geographical barriers 
including waterways and streets, as previously discussed on pages 8 and 9. The boundaries do 
not correspond to the boundaries of historically platted subdivisions. Some of the Neighborhood 
Planning Areas contain numerous platted subdivisions, while others are only a small portion of a 
larger platted subdivision. In addition, portions of the identified areas have been re-platted since 
their initial development.  
 
The reconnaissance survey did not find the potential for additional local or National Register 
historic districts due to the lack of cohesive historic development and concentrations of historic 
resources, and alterations to many of the extant historic structures throughout the identified 
neighborhoods. Potential conservation districts were identified within three of the Neighborhood 
Planning Areas. Conservation districts typically have less stringent regulations than historic 
districts, and are created in areas that have a distinct history, historic character, or unique quality 
but do not qualify for designation as a historic district. Representative photographs were taken 
within each of the Neighborhood Planning Areas, and photographs were taken outside of these 
areas in order to characterize these areas as well.  
 
Included in this section of the report is an analysis of the survey results. An overview of 
Fernandina Beach’s prevalent architectural styles is provided first to establish a context for 
determining the architectural significance of the buildings in the Neighborhood Planning Areas. 
Images of representative buildings are located in this section to illustrate the elements of each 
style. Next, analysis of each of the identified Neighborhood Planning Areas is included 
consisting of history and development patterns, explanation of character defining features, and 
recommendations. A brief analysis of the City’s remaining development outside of the identified 
Neighborhood Planning Areas is also included. 
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Figure 3: Boundaries of Each Identified Neighborhood Planning Area 




