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PART I: PROJECT BACKGROUND AND METHODOLOGY 
 

Chapter 1: INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 
 

The City of Fernandina Beach received a survey and planning grant from the Florida Bureau of 
Historic Preservation, Division of Historical Resources to conduct a reconnaissance-level 
architectural survey of the entire City limits, minus the Downtown Historic District and the Old 
Town Historic District. The goal of the reconnaissance level survey is to identify other areas of 
the City which are potentially eligible for preservation as either historic or conservation districts, 
and direct the need for additional more intensive survey work. In addition to identifying 
potentially historic neighborhoods, the survey is intended to identify development patterns, 
history of neighborhoods, and architectural and landscape elements which create a 
neighborhood’s particular character, as well as result in the development of Neighborhood 
Planning Areas.  
 
This survey complies with Chapter 1A-46 (Archaeological and Historical Report Standards), 
Florida Administrative Code. This historic resources survey was conducted under the 
supervision of Amy Groover Streelman, M.H.P.   
 
The Fernandina Beach Reconnaissance Survey is the result of the identification and evaluation of 
concentrations of historic resources in the community. Within this report, concentrations of 
historic resources are identified and evaluated, and suggestions and recommendations are offered 
to insure the resources are recognized and protected for current and future use. Fernandina 
Beach’s extant historic resources enhance the quality of life for those who live and work in the 
area, and they help to establish a unique sense of place. Without an understanding and 
appreciation for those historic resources, the Fernandina Beach community and the City of 
Fernandina Beach would lose an integral aspect of its identity. Figures 1 and 2 are general maps 
showing the survey area. 
 
The preservation of cultural resources has the potential for civic improvement, and many 
communities such as the City of Fernandina Beach invest in the identification and analysis of 
cultural resources, which highlight existing resources and chart a path for maintaining them. The 
results of preservation activities are limitless, providing an array of social, economic, and 
aesthetic benefits. Various benefits of preservation include: 
 

• Preservation, enhancement, and maintenance of existing resources; 

• The recycling or adaptive use of buildings for continued use and benefit; 

• The maintenance or enhancement of property values; 

• The retention of the indigenous character and sense of time and place which provides an 
identity to the community and its residents; 

• Enhancement of the aesthetic qualities of the community and promotion of support for 
design standards; and 

• Guidance for the orderly growth and development of the community. 
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Figure 1: General Location of the Project Area 
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Figure 2: City Boundaries and Survey Area 
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Overall, six Neighborhood Planning Areas were identified as part of this study. These include 
primarily residential buildings in a variety of architectural styles, both high style and vernacular. 
The historic resources reconnaissance survey portion of the report provides written and 
photographic documentation of the historic resources within each Neighborhood Planning Area. 
The history and development patterns are analyzed and character defining features within each 
Neighborhood Planning Area are identified. Although the survey and survey results comprise a 
large portion of this report, an overview of the developmental history of the Fernandina Beach 
area is included as part of this survey.  
 
This Fernandina Beach Reconnaissance Survey is intended as a tool for the use of the local 
government and citizens of Fernandina Beach to protect their neighborhoods. The resources of 
the Neighborhood Planning Areas should be viewed as a continually contributing component to 
the development and growth of not only the immediate neighborhoods, but the City of 
Fernandina Beach as a whole. The identified neighborhoods remain viable and valuable 
resources within Fernandina Beach. 

 




