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Article	I. Name	
The name of this organization shall be Fernandina Beach Youth Advisory Committee, herein 
referred to as Youth Advisory Committee or abbreviated as YAC. 

Article	II. Purpose	
The Youth Advisory Committee is established for the expressed purpose of giving a voice to 
Fernandina Beach’s youth and to allow them to participate in the governmental process. 
Subsequently, by virtue of membership in YAC, leadership skills are developed and an awareness 
of social responsibilities is encouraged. 

Article	III. Membership	
Membership shall be limited to persons that are appointed to the Youth Advisory Committee by 
the City of Fernandina Board of City Commissioners. 
 

In order to qualify for membership, all Youth Advisory Committee members must: 
• Be enrolled, and regularly attending, Fernandina Beach High School, or be 

homeschooled within the boundaries of the City of Fernandina Beach;  and 
• Fall between the ages of 13 and 18 as of the date of their appointment to YAC. 

 

Active Membership 
In order to maintain active membership in the organization, all Youth Advisory Committee 
members must: 

• Maintain satisfactory scholastic achievement; 
• Avoid major disciplinary action at school; and 
• Not miss more than two meetings per year. 

 
Length of Term 
Appointments to the Youth Advisory Committee shall be for a maximum of one year, expiring on 
July 31st of each year. Members may be reappointed to YAC for subsequent years in which they 
meet all membership requirements. 

Article	IV. Removal	of	Members	
Only the City of Fernandina Board of City Commissioners may remove a Youth Advisory 
Committee member. Youth Advisory Committee members may be removed from the organization 
for any reason, including failing to maintain active membership. 
 

Article	V. 	Officer	Team	
The Youth Advisory Committee shall elect a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Secretary. The 
Secretary shall be in 10th grade at the time of their appointment. Additional officer positions may 
be created by the Chairman of YAC, as necessary. Together, these positions comprise the 



 

 

Officer Team. 
 
All members of the Officer Team must be active members of the Youth Advisory Committee. 
No officer may hold more than one Officer Team position at any given time. 
 

Election of Officers 
Election of officers shall be held annually, taking place no later than the second meeting of the 
year or September 30th, whichever comes later. The term of office for all officers shall be from 
election, to the expiration of appointments on the following July 31st.  
 

Nominations for officers shall be initiated from the floor and elections done by ballot. The person 
receiving a majority vote will be elected. 
 

Removal of Officers 
Any officer may be removed from their position by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Officer Team 
or a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire YAC membership. Any officer removed by a vote of the 
Officer Team may appeal to the general YAC membership. Said officer shall be considered 
reinstated with supermajority (60%) approval of the present and voting Youth Advisory 
Committee members. 
 

Officer Team Vacancies 
Any vacancy that may occur in an officer position shall be filled by appointment from the 
Chairman, pending ratification at the next YAC meeting. 

Article	VI. Duties	of	Officers	
Chairman 
The Chairman of the Youth Advisory Committee shall preside over all meetings of YAC. The 
Chairman shall also develop meeting agendas, present all motions to the body present, represent 
the Youth Advisory Committee before the City Commission of the City of Fernandina Beach, and 
shall appoint members to fill vacancies of the Officer Team, pending ratification at the next YAC 
meeting. Additionally, the Chairman shall maintain the power to appoint any subcommittee 
chairpersons. 
 

Vice-Chairman 
The Vice-Chairman shall assume the duties of the Chairman, should they be unable to perform 
their duties, including, but not limited to presiding over all meetings and functions that the 
Chairman cannot attend. 



 

 

Secretary 
The Secretary shall keep and maintain a true and complete record of all proceedings before the 
Youth Advisory Committee membership (minutes). The Secretary shall also keep a listing of all 
active and inactive YAC members and shall advise the body on parliamentary procedure. 
 

Other Officer Positions 
Any additional Officer Team positions created by the Chairman shall have the duties and 
responsibilities of the position thoroughly explained prior to the election of a person to that 
position. 
 
All advisors to the Youth Advisory Committee shall assist and advise the members of YAC in 
the operation of the organization; including, but not limited to, advising in the development of 
meeting agendas and providing counsel to the organization’s Officer Team. 

Article	VII. Duties	of	Advisor(s)	
All advisors to the Youth Advisory Committee shall assist and advise the members of YAC in 
the operation of the organization; including, but not limited to, advising in the development of 
meeting agendas and providing counsel to the organization’s Officer Team. 

Article	VIII. Meetings	and	Quorums	
Voting Eligibility 
Those members meeting all requirements of active membership shall be granted voting 
privileges for all matters before the Youth Advisory Committee. 
 

Meetings 
The Youth Advisory Committee shall meet at least once monthly while school is in session. The 
times for regularly scheduled meetings shall be determined by the Officer Team in consultation 
with the YAC membership. A minimum of 7 days notice shall be given for each regular business 
meeting. 
 

All meetings shall include a quorum call, order of business, and disposition of the minutes. 
 
Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall be followed by the organization to conduct 
business, when it does not conflict with the bylaws. The rules may be suspended by two-thirds 
(2/3) vote of the present membership. 
 

Quorum 
Attendance of a minimum of a majority (at least 50%) of all YAC members is necessary to 
conduct business. 
 



 

 

Article	IX. Subcommittees	
Subcommittees may be formed at the discretion of the Chairman, or after vote of the Youth 
Advisory Committee membership.  The Chairman will maintain the power to appoint any 
subcommittee chairpersons. 

Article	X. Amendments	
The bylaws are binding to all members of the Youth Advisory Committee. Bylaws may be 
proposed by any active member of YAC at a regular scheduled meeting, at which at least two- 
thirds (2/3) of the active YAC membership is present. Amendments must be presented in writing 
and will be placed on the agenda for consideration and a vote at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting. Amendments to the bylaws will be considered accepted following a vote of approval by 
at least two-thirds (2/3) of the active YAC membership. Amendments take effect immediately 
following approval. 

Article	XI. Agreement	to	Law,	Ordinance	and	Policy	Decisions	
The bylaws of the Youth Advisory Committee shall not be in conflict with any federal, state, or 
local laws/ordinances, and shall not take precedence over any action of the City of Fernandina 
Board of City Commissioners. In any event where the bylaws should conflict with these laws 
or with any City policy, those rules shall take precedent. 
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 1. Call to Order/Roll Call: The Fernandina Beach Youth Advisory Committee Meeting was called 
to order at 2:45 pm in the City Commission Chambers of City Hall, Wednesday, January 20, 2016. 
 
Present: Bethy Spillane, Dillon Basse, Elizabeth Lai, Jesse Chapman, Shelby Bradley - Secretary/Clerk 
(Not voting). 
 
Absent: Shanaya Thompson. 
 
Others present: City Attorney Tammi Bach, Vice-Mayor Robin Lentz, and Staff Assistant Cathy Sabattini 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
3. Oath of Office - City Clerk Best administered the oath of office. 
 
4. Receive Id Badges – Staff Assistant Sabattini provided each member with a badge.   
 
5.          Sunshine Law - City Attorney Tammi Bach provided an overview of the Sunshine Law. 
 
6. Elect Committee Leadership – Vice-Mayor Lentz briefly explained the roles of Chairperson and 
Vice-Chairperson.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Spillane, seconded by 
Member Lai, for Mr. Jesse Chapman to serve as Chair and Mr. Dillon Basse to serve as Vice-Chair.  
Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays and being all ayes, carried. 
  
7.           Discussion Items 
 
7.1 Function of the Committee – Vice-Mayor Lentz explained the function of the committee was for 
the City to engage young people.  The hope is for the committee to help engage other young people so 
that the decisions the City Commission makes will have feedback from the Fernandina Beach Youth 
Advisory Committee (FBYAC). 
 
7.2 Meeting Dates - Monthly on the third Wednesday at 2:30 pm 
 
7.3 Committee By-Laws - City Attorney Bach will present the by-laws at the next meeting. 
 
7.4 Goals of the Committee - Vice-Mayor Lentz explained the idea of engaging the youth of the 
community in a service project.  She introduced Fleet Facilities Director Jeremiah Glisson to the 
committee and his role with the City’s recycling event. Mr. Glisson presented a PowerPoint on recycling. 
He explained what recycling is and does. He showed the previous and present recycling programs. Then, 
he addressed the upcoming City event that helps our community dispose of items that are harder to 
dispose of, such as: electronics, harsh chemicals, and paint. He then brought up how he would like the 
youth to spread the word of this event and find volunteers. The event date is April 16, 2016. Along with 
the event there will also be a food drive for Barnabus. There was some discussion about the FBYAC 
spreading the word through school clubs (Green Wise Club and Teens For Change.) 
 
A motion was made by Member Lai, seconded by Member Basse, that we adopt the community 
recycling event as our service project.  Vote upon passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays 
and being all ayes, carried. 
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7.5 Tour of City Facilities - The members agreed that they would like to tour Mr. Glisson’s facility 
on February 3, 2016 at 2:30 pm. 
 
8. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 11, 2016 – After a review of the minutes, a motion 
was made by Member Lai, seconded by Member Basse, to approve the minutes.  Vote upon 
passage of the motion was taken by ayes and nays and being all ayes, carried. 
 
9. Public Comment – There were no comments at this time. 
 
10. Adjournment - There being no further business to come before the Safety Committee the 
meeting adjourned at 3:41 pm. 
 
 
  
______________________________   ______________________________ 
Shelby Bradley, Secretary    Jesse Chapman, Chair 




